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WAR DIARY ;
l4th Canadian Battalion Royal Montreal ‘‘egiment From Oct, 14th 1914 to Oect,.31s8t 1914.

Oot. 14th :Ccomp Salisbury Plain, West Down South Battn. H.Q. and lNoe.1,2,3,7 and 8 Companies (Battn.was s$ill in 8
Company fermation) arrived Devenport on S.S,. Alsunia, remaining eon
board ship, aweiting ordere. Lt-Cel, Meighen landed to meet Gen.J.W.
Cargon. Destination now known te be Salisbury Plains.

Cooked ratiens issued to battn.,which disembarked at 6.30 p.m. &nd
marched te Plymouth Railway Statien.

Entrained at 12,45 a.m. Arrived Petney Statien just after dawn,detrained
and marched te West Down South, Salisbury Plains, about 3 heurs march.

. Very tiring for the men as they were seft after nearly 3 weeks en

: board ship. Found tented lines all ready fer eccupatien,

:Camp Salisbury Plein,West Down South Pte Hartley, betman te Major P.R.Hénson, found dead en road near Camp.

Coroner's inquest and verdict of death frem heart failure. Buried

en 20th. in Shrewton Churchyard.

Fine weather, Church parade. Officers lMess in marquee's under contract

with Messrs Harreds.

No.s 4, 5 and 6 Ce's.,under charge of Lt-Coel. Burlarnd, which had cressed

on S.5.Aadania, arrived and battalion was re-united,

Weather fine. Meeting of officers mess to discuss arrangements with

Herrods, which did net seem likely te be satisfactory. Pte Hartley

buried in Shrewton Churchyard.

drd Bde inspected by Lt-Gen. Alderson, Comdg. lst Canadian Divisien.

All day rain., No work pos?iblo beyond necesgsary routine.

" n " " L1 " "

n n

Rain, Division inspected by F.u. Barl Roberts, V,C.
41l day rain, Church parade.
Rein. Treining begun.

"

Training under difficulties on account of bad weather.
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~ - 14th.Bn.C.7‘7.F.
WoRUARY-Rif1es of Can,

Army Form C.

Place. Date. Hour.
o | X9%e |

Montreal, Aug.6th.
" 24th.
s.pt. 6th.
13th,
20th.

25th.
Oct. 3rd.
19th.
22nd,

1915

Feb.1l2th,
16th,
22nd,

March 3rd.

v

3
1] ! $-18 (D.F. 118).

1TTa-39-1232

Summary of Events and Information.

First Recruit enrolled.

Embarked for Valcartier.

Inspected by MajoreGeneral Sir S, ughes K.C.B.
- by Field Marshal ¥,R.H, The Duke of C@ennaught.
o by Rt.Hon.Sir Robert Borden G.C.M.C. P.C. X.C.

L.L.D. and Major General Sir S.Hughes X.C.B.

Embarked for England.

Sailed from Gaspe Bay.

Arrived in England.

Arrived at Salisbury Plains,

Embarked for France.

Arrived in France,

Entered Trenched for first time,

Took over trenches from Cremadier Guards,

Commanding Officer of thie Unit advised that current War
Diary is being compiled and at expiration of hostilities
will be lodged with War Office TLondon and copy of same
sent to Canada if permitted., Of the above 12 Officers
and 349 other ranks enrolled from the 3rd.Regiment
Victoria Rifles of Canada.

Remarks gnd refer-

ences to A

mndices

Initials.
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WAR ,
1l4th Canadian Battalion Royal Montreal Regiment Nev.lst te Nov.30th 1914

Hovbr, 1st
Znd

o
ap

Camp West Down South,Salisbury Plains,Rain
" s » = » s Rain. Rehearsal for coming Inspectien of Divisien by H,M.The

King. Divisien in line of battalions in mass on both sides of
road frem Bustard to West Dewn South, Major Beatty 4A.D.C. te
Gen.Alderson representing the King. All movements exactly as

to be carried out when the King is present.

Fine. Holiday,

Division inspected by H.M.The Xing accempanied by The Queen,

Earl Roberts, and Lerd XKitchener. Weather fine and inspection
passed off well. 14th Bn. quickest to march off after ingpectien
over. Reached camp before any of the other battalionsc.

Rain.

Training.

Representatives from battn sent to take part in Lord Mayer's Show.
Duty Battalion,

Iraining. Battalion on Outpest work at night.

Fine. Training,

Morning fine. Afternoan, very windy; many tehts blown down.

Rain and storm.

All day rain. lie training possible.

Sperts for men in the afternoon,

Rein, Church parade in morning. Boxing for men in afternoon.
Freezing, and very cold,

Finé and cold. Detachment of 1 H.C.0. 8nd 25 men under command
of Lieut. English, and with Lt-Col. Burland representing Battn,
E.Q. attonded memorial service for Earl Roberts in Salisbury
Cathedral,

Address to officers of the Divisien by Cen.Aldersen,emphasizing
necessity of preper behaviour of officers.

Rain,

Drew 310,000 rounds smmunitien, Beyonets ordered te be sharpened.
This made men think that move te France was imminent.

Fine. All Battns of Cenadian Divieion new definitely oerganized
on 4 company and platoon basis, to be seme as British organization
Duty Battalion.

All day rein,

Rein in morning.,

Divisional Drill under Lt-Gen.Alderson in morning.Lecture on
commmnicetions in the field byaLt-Cel.Gordon-Hell.

hein.,Church Perade. ;f //g‘u‘_--%, S ;4.@(’,
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CONFIDENTIAL, DA
PAY & REFC2RD
WAR DIARY OFFICE
of
14th Canadian Bn, Royal Montroal Regt,JAN121915

from November lst to November 30th

summary of events and information, Remarks & Reference,

Nov, 1st, Rain,
2nd Rain, Inspected by representative of the
King and General Alderson,
3rd Fine, Hollday,
4th Inspected by the King and Queen., Earl
Xltchener and Farl Roberts,
5th Rain,
éth Drill, Pte, W. Gould posted as a
Deserter,
7th Drili, Sent representatives ro the Lord
Mayoxr's Show,
gth Duty Battallon,
oth Drill and Night outposts,
10th Fine. Drill,
lith A,M., Flne, Very windy in afternoon,
12th Raln and bad storm,
13th Rain all day,
14th Drill in AN, Sports for men during
aftermoon,
15th A,M. Raln, Church Parade, Boxing for
men in P.M,
l1éth Duty Battalilon,
17th Raln, Lecture on Musketry in afetrnoon,
18th Frost and very cold., Drill,
l9th Fine and frosty. Col, Burland, Lleut,
English, 1 N,.0,0, and 235 men went to
Salisbury for Memorlial Service for
Loxd Roberts,
Drill, Lecture by General Alderson to
fficers,
Drill, Light Rain,
Drew 310,000 rounds of ammunition,
Bayonets oxdered to be sharpened,
Fine,Drill,
Duty Battallon. Sent representatives
to Canadlan Lodge, London,
Rain all day,
Rain duxing A.M,
Fle d day under General Alderson,
Lecture on messages by Col.Gordon-
Hall,
Rain, Church Parades,
Drill, Ra&n.
n

ST N '“Aft?f




CONFIDENTIAL

WAR DIARY
OoF
1l4th CABLDILH INFANTRY BATTALION
DECEMBER 1914,
VOLUME 14 - 12,




#AR DILRY

14th Yan, Inf. Bn. let Cdne “ivision,

from 1ot to Jlst Decembor, 19ld.

£ Papea.




l4th CANADIAN INFANTRY BATTALION
WAR DIARY

DECEMBER  1914.

TEXT.




WAR DIARY
l4th & nadian Battalien, Royal kontreal Regiment. Dec. 1st 1914 to LecMlst 1914.

In Camp West Dewn South Training,es.m. Skirmishing; p.m. Battn. in attack. Outpost werk at night.
Salisbury Plains
bod od o Duty Battn, Moved lines to #resh ground about 700 yards south of first location.
» s - Company in attack training in morning. liight march,
" " k- Rain all day. Lt-Gen., Alderson met officers of 3rd Brigade at Bde H.Q. and statead
he propesed to do away with all distinctive badges of the bettalions of the
Division, und substitute numerals enly for them, Stréng protests from a1l C.0's.
Lt-Col. John Currie of 15th Bn, told him that if he took any such step he "would
be up against public opinien in Canada," Proposal was abandoned.
Route march in merning, Rein in afternoon.
Duty Battn. Church Parsade.
Entrenching work in afternoon.
Duty Battn, Rifle inspection.
General training in morning. Holiday in PeMe
All day rain.,
All day rain, Divisional Drill in morning.
Rain, Brigade march in p.m, lLismissed to private parades by Brigadter abeut mile
and half from Cump., Reced ether battns of Drigade home, all starting level. l4th.
beat ethers by 1650 yards.
Church Parade,
Duty Battn.
General training. Squad drill: company in attack; defence of village or weed.
) s Battalion Drill, and company in attack,
Battn., ordered to be ready to move to a point in England at short notice.Bombard-
next of Scarborough caused fear that an attempt might be made to invade England.
Gen., Turner broke collar bone in motor car accident.
Lt-Col. Meighen, 1l4th Bn as senior C.0O.of 3rd Bde. 8ssumed command of the Bde during
Gen. Turner’s disablement. A&As Lt-Col. Burland, 2nd in Com'd of Battn was en duty
8t Hayling Island, Major A,C.Shaw assumed command of the l4th.
Orders to be prepared to move to hutmemts at Lark Hill,
Rein, Church Parade,
Battn. moved to Lerk uill, Selisbury Plaimns,
Buty Battalien.
Iiain. Whole Battalion on fatigues at Larkhill.
All available men on fatigue. Midnight mass in hut of No. 4 Co,
Duty Battalien.
Rain, Heliday. -
Church Parade. £ X 7D
Duty Battalien. cC Q/ -%ew 7€
41l aveilable men on fatigues. lo training, s ' con Fatrabion
" A v
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WAR DIARY J
lath Canudian Battalien, Reyal lMontreal Regiment. Jany, lst 191b6. to'ghny. 3lst. 1915,

Iark Hill, Salisbury Plains Rain all day, ull uvailable men on fatigues. Ho parades.
" ” " ” " ”n " " "
» - .y > od Heavy snow at night. Confidential letter received from Zrd Bde.
regarding poessible move. Noted and passed teo 15th Battn,
Duty Battn. lie.parades, All men on fatigues,
Uo paruuos. nll me ox fatigues.
n

Address te officers 3rd Bde. by Gen. McCracken on "PbﬂbOS of Wer, and Discipline”.

Lecturo to officers by Lt-Col. Burland on "Discipline", and by Gen.McCracken in p.m

on "Active Service".

Hut inspection by Lt-Col. leighen in morning. Lecture to officers in afternoen by

Col. J.A.Ooufilliﬂﬂi‘ .

Rain. lio parades,

Training, Battalion route march and drill.

Battalion drill and training.

Lecture te officers by Gen.Turner comd'g 3rd BEde.on "Eow te combat disease".

Route march. Lecture to officers by Lt-Col. Meighen. Demenstration of Colt Auto-

matic pistol to officers by Arm. Sergt. Parnell,

Lorn qu Battalion in attack. p.m, Route march. Lecture on billeting by 3rd Bde.

Steff Officer.

Lt-Gen, Alderson inspected 1e8 men thet they would soon be eating their

dinners in France. JAnnouncement heurtil; cheered by the men.

Church parade,

Bagttn, drill and route march. War Lstablishment received.

Musketry on Durrington Range.
”n n LLJ '

R S,

o
=33

Dbuty Battalion.

b » n " sSnow,

" n ” ”n
Duty Bettalion. No., 25935 Pte Chandler died of cerebro-sgpinal meningitis,
Churuh parade. LGCOiVOd "liotes on Trench Warfare" from Bde.
Inspection by Gen. Turner V.C. comd'g 3rd Bde.
Duty Battn., A}l day Brigade mancevres near West Lown South.
Ordered to draft all men unfit for Ceneral Service to 12th Battn,
Draft of unfit sent te 12th Battn.,
Draewing equipment. Act%vo preparations fer mgve.

”n ” ” L}
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Koute march. Lecture to officers by Capt.E.W.Pope, Bde Staff on Military Law,.
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- WAR DIARY »
JAth Canadian Battalion ROYAL MONTREAL REGIMENT February 1915,

In Hutments, Lark Hill, Salisbury Plein Completing equipment and mohilization stores. Lt-Col.F.H.
Hopkins, Juniom Major, transferred to 17th Battn.
= w " - " » Working on equipment.
0.C. and Adjutant reconnoitred ground where King's Review is
to take place. Major H.Barré proceeded to France with Advance
P&rty rea .?‘::'41. 2 o ola
Balance of waggons ghd mules received,
Canadian Division reviewed by H.M.The King, accompanied by
Lord Kitchener. The King first walked down the line and the
whole Division afterwards marched past. As weather was bad,
all ranks wore greatcoats, which made the men seem very big
and solid. Afterwards lined both sides of reilway as the King
left on special train, Men in bigh spirits,and mueh cheering.
After weeding out unfits, battalion about 100 under strength;
received draft from 17th Battn. to complete. Draft arrived
with papers in very bad shape, and some of the men very little
better than those we had cast., Ordered to leave officers
behind to bring numbers down to establiskment, so sent Lieuts.
Brotherhood, Pearce, G.W.Stairs, Gavin L.Stairs,Leprohon,Heuston
to Reserve at Tidworth, greatly to their disappointment,
Adjutant, Capt, A.P.Holt unfit for overseas owing to attack of
pneumonia, Asst.Adjt., Lieut. H.A,Thompson appointed Acting Adj-
utant, and Lt§ Brotherhood recalled from Tidworth to eomplete
establishment.
» " - Outfitting dreft from 17th Battn. as their elothing was in as
bad shape as their documents.
s - - Orders received to be ready to move in 24 hours.
» ® - Everything eomplete, standing by.
. v -~ Left Lark Hill at 9 p.m, entraining at Amesbury between 10 and
1l psm. Proceeded direct to Avonmouth Dock, Bristol.
On Board H.M.Transport "Australind™ Embarked on transport direct from train: found a Heavy Battery
(Captein Sidney Anmgell) commaended by Major McDougall already on board. Ship very erowded.
Sailed late in day, escorted by destroyers.
- Weather very bad, furious gales,most of offfcers and men seasicky
o Weather still very bad. One man of battery killed by being throwm
agoinat iron stanchion,
- Weather moderated. Held Orderly Room on deck.
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JAth Canndion Battalion HOYAL HONTHSAL RuGnuuwng February 1915.

Feby. 15th

g

On. Board H.M. Transport "Australinad”

On board train progeeding to front.

In Billets Fletre.

March to Armentieres

French men-of-war came out to escort ships into port of St.
Hazaire. Werped into interior harbour, and made fast in after-
noon. Orders that no one was to be permitted ashore without
pass,.0.C. landed to report. Advance party of 50 under ILieut.
R.W.Frost left by train for railhesad. Short goatskin coats
served out to men.

Left St.Nazaire at 7 a.m, for railbhead. Passed through several
large towns on way. No. 4 Company (Freneh-Csnadian) sang old
French songs during balts, which greatly astonished the inhab~
itents.

Diseipline on train excellent. tho conditions 'oro“_l_u_lx;MA
but comfortable for the men. trained quickly and in goo Dtar)
*. SR T e " T3 == 2 T ¥ 3
Arrived Hazebrouck 6 a.m.Picked up advance party under Iieut.
Frost, and left by road Tor Fletre, passing 3rd Bde H.Q. #n
"The Mouse of the Spy" in Caestre. Pavé roads very trying for
the men, accustomed to soft English roads, but no stragglers.
Arrived Fletre sabout mid-day. At last halt before reac -
Fletre, H.R.H.Prince Arthur of Connaught rode along e¢olumn,.On
reaching Fletre men were billeted in houses in village and
surrounding farms, Batmﬂ g Qe in Chatean de Wendigen. On
Mareh to Fletre all raniBfHferested in hearing sound of distauit
artillery for first time.

Censoring men's letters. H.Q. Mess established in village inn.
Signal lsmps placed in Chateau tower for communieation with out-
lying Company H.Qs.

érd Cansdian Infantry Brigade insgected by Gen.Sir John Freneh
in field near Cuestre. Apparently much pleased . Stated thet ir
we could fight as well as we looked, he was sorry for the Bermams .
Capt. Holt, Adjutant rejoined battalion, having managed to get
Wor Office to send him over without waiting for vasancy to oceuxn
Overhanling equipment.

Orders received to be ready to move next day.

Left Pletre 8 a.m, marching via Meteren and Nieppe. Daring halt
in Hieppe British officers billeted there asked H.(.officers to
luneh with them. Passed Gen.FPulteney and staff on road. He

Serutiniszed the battalion closely as it pesssed him and asked




WAR DIARY -
l4th Canadian Battelion ROYAL HONTREAYL REGIMENT February 915,
v

¥eby. 23rd : March to Armentieres numerous questions, Pavé road troubling the men ,but no strag-
s glers. Arrived: Armentieres in the afternoon. Battn.H.Q.and
Nos. 1 and 2 Companies billeted in the Asylum, Nos. 3 & 4
in large warehouse in town. Transport and Q.M.in other end
of town. Rather inconvenient. Attached to lytb British Brigade
. " Brig-General Harper, Bde La jor Segrave.
24th : In billets Armentieres At night two platoons each of Nos, 1 and 2 companies and Battn
: H.G. went into trenches opposite Perenchies for instruetion
with 1lst Battalion North Staffords, Lt-Col De Falbe: two plat-
oons each of los. 3 & 4 with Rifle Brigade at Chapelle D'Armen-
tieres.
Platoons in trenches relieved at night by other platoons of
battalion.
Platoons in trenches again relieved. On call for volunteers
for patrol in No-Manis Land, 4 French-Canadians of No. 4 Coy.
immediately offered themselves and were afterwards complimented
by the Company Commander of the Rifle Brigade for their work,
Platoons in trenches agein changed over, Had first man wounded.
O0.C., 2nd in Command, @nd Adjutant proceeded with Brigadier
and Staff to H.Q. of Bat tns.near P baix, whom the 3rd Bde,
was shortly to relieve, to scquire information about line,
Platoons in trenches relieved, and were not replaced by batta-

lion,.
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LIST OF OFFICERS OF THE 1l4th CANADIAN BATPALION R.I.
WHO LEFT SALISBURY PLAINS FEBY,

REGIMBNT
10TH. 1915 WITH THE BATTN.

Officer Commanding
2nd in Command

4d jutant
Quartermaster
l{fachine Gun 0fficer
l{edical Officer
Paymagter

Chaplain (Prot.)

Chaplain (R.C.)

i‘o.

Lt-Col, F.S.leighen,

Lt-'COI. -"0 I.IO Blll‘l&nd.

Lieut. H,A.Thompson,

Capt. W.H.Smith,

Lieut, G.M, #illiamson,

Capt. H.A.Boyd.

"
-

Capt, B.D.Larken.

Hdajor F.G.Scott.

Capt. A.Sylvestre,

ajor A.C.Shaw
Capt. J.li, #arninton
Lieuts, R,Y.Frost
R.de V. Terroux
C.F.C.Porteous
J.F.Adems (Transport 0fficer)

iajor P.R,Hanson
Capt. R,Steacie
Lieuts, A.S.English
W. X, Xnubley
W.C.Brotherhood
£.L.McCualg (Signalling 0fficer)

Hajor G, McCombe
Capt, V.G.Curry
Lieuts, W.D.Adanms

S. Grant

W.H.Draper

3. A."hitehead

ia jor H.Burrg
Capt. E.Ranger
Lieuts, H.Desrosiers
R.Degerres
R.Roy
H.Quintal

The following were left in
Lieuts, G, ¥.Stairs, G.L
They Jjoined the Battalion in ¥
Attached to British Unit.
(rejoined later).
Sick, and unable to leave
A.P,Holt (rejoimed later).

o

Bngland, being surplus to establishment:.
.Stairs, H, Pearce, F.S. Heuston, Loprohon.
'‘rance later.

Lieuts. i.A.Xirkconnell and A.S.Major

M.O., %
with Battn. Capt. F.A.Sorlmger’\and Caly.
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4 WAR DIaRY ‘
l4th Canadian Battalion Royal Mentreal Regiment Karch 1915,

In Billets armentieres .
o " Left Armentieres at 4 p.m. to march to Bac St.lMsur where battalion was
billeted for the night,

Bac St Mdaur Senior officers Canadians &ssembled at Corps li.Q. where they were briefly
addreesed by the G.0.C. Corps whose chief remark was "Gentlemen you are
about te face a cunning, cruel, and unscrupulous ememy. If you make &
mistake, you will not get the chance to make & second one." Battn.
afterwarde addressed by Lt-CGen. Aldersen, commanding the Canadian Divn,
Just befere dusk battalion left billets to proceed to the front line
near the Rue Petillon (Fleurbalx Sector) eppesite Fromelles where it
took over the sub-tgector held by a squadron of the Nerthumberland Eusssars
(Yeomanry), and the lst Battn., Crenadier Guards, who were commanded by
Lt-Col. Fisher~Rowe, 2nd in command iMa jor Trotter. Relief completed
in less than two hours, Guards handed over 3 cows for use of Battn. H.Q.

In trenches Rue Petillon Slight shelling by German "77" gune about noon. Had first man killed in
trenches by sniper. Work begun te strengthen line. lNe's 1,2,and 3 Cem=-
paniee in front line, beginning from right, lie. 4 Cey. in suppert in du%-
outs epposite Battn. H.Q. 8bout 250 yards in rear. Continueus sniping &
night from fixed rifles from German line.

Had 2nd man killed by sniper at corner Sailly-Fromelles Road while going
up te front line with a ration party; he,with first man killed, was bur ied
in cemetery already established by Imperial units near cerner ef Sailly-
Fromelles Read, and Rue Petillon, Again shelled abeut neen by German
"77's", lio damage.

Quiet day except for usual shelling at neon. Censiderable werk dene en
front line and breastworks around Battn, H.Q. Relieved at night by 156th
Battn. and marched back te Brigade Reserve billets en Rue du Quesne.
Relief toek ever three hours te complete, much tee long.

Men paid, Battn. resting,

Battn, resting, Senior efficers recenncitred G.H.Q.defence line, which
runs immediately south of Rue Du Quesne. censisting eof streng peints,
breastworks and & little wire. Line very rudimentary, and in bad repair.
Relieved 15th Battn. at night, in same sub-sector &8s befere. Nes. 4, 1,
and 2 Ces. in front line beginning frem right, No. 3 in suppert. Orders
received to be ready te attack German line sheuld British Brigade on our
right attack. All preparations made,

Mar. lst.
2nd,

3rd.
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o HWAR DIARY
1l4th Canadian Battalien Reyal Mentreal Regiment Harch 1915.

Mar. 10th, In tremcfes Rue Petillen Battle of lieuve Chapelle began with tremendeus bembardment eof enemy lines

= by British,about 3 miles to our right, at half past seven in the merning.
About 8 e'cleck infantry advance began. le sign of mevement of British
Brigade on our immediate right, but everything was in erder for the l4th,
te advance if called upen. Would have been difficult eperation unless
Germans oppesite us were attacked on flank, &@s wire in frent eof German
trenches had not been shelled, and was uncut., Battle centinued threugheut
the day. Very little news came to us, except that British attasck had been
successful en the right, but that left nearest Canadians had been held up.
Wlere able to eobserve bembardment frem O0.P. in eour suppert lines all threugh
the day. Men very much werked up and anxieus to be in the fight.

Fighting still going on at Neuve Chapelle.

Stretcher-bearer Drake recommended for the Distinguished Cenduct Medal.He
went te the assistance of & man whe was wounded in the open behind eur
front line. Drake was almest immediately severely weounded himself but
remeined with the man after he had bound up his wounds, being under centin-
uous..: fire, until assistance mxxk¥wit came which enabled him te get the
wounded man back to our lines. The recommendation was approved, and the
medal awarded Lrake, who was the firet man in the lst Canadian Division te
obtain it.

Quiet day en our front, OUome fighting still geing on at Heuve Chapelle.
Usual schedule shelling and sniping.

Night of 12th/13th lest one man (Pte A Jones)killed, and one man wounded

of a patrel which was out in Ne-lian's Land, They were cau%bt by machine
gun fire, Sergt.léng and 3 men went eut and searched carefully, remaining
eut till dawn, but coeuld find ne trace of Jones, It is suppesed he was taken
either dead or alive by enemy patrel which was knewn te be eut alse.

" » - -~ Relieved at night by 15th Battn. Relief mere quickly done this teur.

In billets Rue Du Quesne Same billete as last time out, Westher fine,

A . n > He parades. lMen given abselute rest,

et » " " o parades except rifle inspections. Men played feetball in the afterneen.

w e " - " Relieved 165th Battn, in same sub-sector at night. Nes.3,4, and 1 Ces. in
front line, beginning from right, lie. 2 Coy. in suppert.

In trenches Rue FPetillon Fairly quiet, One man killed and twe wounded by snipers. Enemy evidently
searching fer our batteries as they fired six heavy shells inte a field near
corner of Rue Du Beis and Ssilly-Fremelles Roead, but there was no battery
anywhere near that spet.
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l4th Canadian Battalion

Karch 19156,

Nar,19th
20tk

I T TR TR T

CERE T

In trenches Rue Fetillon

2

" ”n

billets Rue dm
" " n

”n ”

" "

-
trenc bes Rue
" ”

billets Estaires
o "

German aseroplane over our lines, first one we had seen. Too bcigh for

rifle fire to be effective.

Heaviest casualties up to date. Three men killed and seven wounded.Troéps
in Germen line opposite us had apparently been relieved by others who

were much more sgressive. Relieved ut night by 15th Battn.

No werk. Battn, resting.
" " " "

Battalion resting.

Relleved 16th Battn. &t night.lics, 2 £ 4 C in front line,beginning

from right. lio 3 in support.

Quiet day.

Heavy day, ldeny wounded. The 3rd Canadian Brigade was relieved by 24th

British Brigade, the 14th Bettn being relieved by the 1lst Worcesters,

commanded by Mejor Grogan., l4th was complimented by the G.0,C.24th British

Bde for the quickmess and accuracy with which the trenches were handed

over. Left considerable quantity of trench property, such &s periscopes,

Very pistols, etc. with the Worcesters, and wess questioned by 3rd Bde.

88 to why this was done. Worcesters had lost everything in the Battle eof

Heuve Chapelle a fewc days before, and it was impoessible as well as danger~

ous to leave them without these stores. Battn, marched back te rest billets

at Beteires, arriving about midnight.

Very comfortable billets in nertheast end of town, near cemetery.

Battalien being paid, and men sent by Companies to Divisional Baths in

BEsteires where they had hot baths and clean underclethes were issued te

then,

Dammed up the Courant de Meterem-Becque, & small stream which flowed throug

our billeting area, and made swimming pool for the men. Alloted it te

Companies at regular hours. This was much enjeyed by the men. New clething

issued, and deficiencies in equipment made good.

Estaires bembed by German 'planes. No casualties in the battalien.Training

begun, s8pecial attention being paid to bombing and entrenching.

Training carried on,
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Army Form C.Z2118
D fias p e -

14th Cansdian Infantry Battalion -~ "ROYAL MONTREAL REGT."™

SUMMARY OF EVENTS & INFORMATION.

Apr.lst Rest billets northern outskirts of Esteires. 6 Trench digging,
instruction in wiring and desling with wire,

route marching, practising attaecking with bombs.
Apr.2nd 2nd in Command ¥ 1quissgart with
3rd Brigade i German line
posed attack i1d not take
hpr.3rd
hpr.4th
hpr.Sth
hpr.6th

hpr.7tn

ve to Cassgel.

Left Estaires 6 a.m, EBrigade march to Cassel via
Neuf Eerquin Strazeele Caestre arrived Cassel
5 p.m.&nd billeted in estern outskirts.
march very well.
\pr.8th .
lpr. 9th 1foreing 25 errived. Feirly
bpr-10th

Apr.llt cein morningdy
r complimnenta

Apr.12t8 rigade went night of 12th/13th
recommoitre trenches at Ste.
Bde waes to take over from the

alken hrough onches vy Coimmandant Clodesu.
Pr.l13tH
Apr.14th




14th Canadian Infantry Batltalion "ROYAL NONTREAL HEGT."

SUMMARY OF EVENTS & INFORMATION.

Bpr.15th I 3 Left at 1.30 0

Yo
&
A

Steenvoorde arriving about
or night,

Y
1
eqQ

4 p.m, and

Lpr.l&th Left Steenvoorde by motor buses as far as Foper-
inghe, halting there for mid-day meal. Marched frm
Poperinghe through Vlamertinghe Ypres St Jean and
Wieltje and halted north of Wieltje until dusk
when guides from French occupying trenches at St.
Julien arrived and guided battalion in. Béttn todk
over trenches from St.Julien-FPoelcappelle road
east for sbout 700 yards to sector taken over by
16th Canadien Scottish. French Zouave troops on
our left towards Langemarck. Relief of French
completed about midnight. 2 companies(l & 4)in
line, llo. 3 in support, lo.4 Company on left next
French. No,3 Company in support in dug-outs 300
yis in rear of lio.4 Co,, lo.2 Co. in locel resere
in St. Julien, where Battalion H.Q. Were situated
One compény of 13th R.HsC.2lso0 in St.Julien in
locel reserve. Trenches in very bad condition.

In trenches St.Jullen. Everything quiet except for considerasble amount
of sniping. Enemy apparently working in ruined
farm-house in No-Men's Land in front of lo.4 Coy.
Reported to Bde. H.Q.and Artillery shelled house.
No. 4 Coy. extended and took over about 50 yards
more frontage from French west of Ypres-Poelcap-
pelle Rosad.

pr.l8thi Improving trenches, also working on reserve tranh

ches northeast of and just outside St.Julien.

ADT . 19¢ gr " " " " " "

" " " " " " "

bpr .20t




Army Form C.2118

14%h Csngdian Intantyy Battalion « "HOYAL NONTREAL HEGT."

DATE RCUR SUMMARY OF EVENTS & IBFORMARION.
o =

hpr.21st Relieved by 13th Battn R.H.C. Relief completed by
midnight. Total casualties in tour, 7 killed 15
wounded. Killed buried in St.Julien, just outside
northwest corner of churchyard. Merched by com-
panies, independently, to billets in St.Jean. No.2
Company under Major Hanson remaining in St.Julien
a8 locel reserve t0 13th ReH.Ce Machine gun ‘sec-
tion of the battalion under Capt.Williamson alse
remained with 13th Bn. 2 guns being mounted in
ruined houses on outskirts of St.Julien.

In billets St. Jean. Heavy shelling of Ypres and vicinity began., At 5
p.m., received orders to stand to. At 6 p.m. the
battn. less lNo. 2 Coy. began to move up towards
St. Julien, Bhelling continuous, On way up Ypres
St. Julien road, one gun of & British R.H.A.battery
galloped pagt battn, and came into action in field
on left of road just above Wieltje. 1, 3 & 4 Com-
panies took up position in G.E.Q.line at 3rd Bde
Headquarters. No. 1 Co. under Major Shaw, with
Ma jor Warmington 2nd in command, and Lieuts,
Terroux and Perteous occupying trenches west of 3rd
Bde H.Q. (on Pilkem side), Nos. 3 & 4 in trendhes
eagt of Bde. H.Q. between them and Ypres-St.Julien
road.

Particulars of operations attached.
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d4th Canadian Infantry Battalion "ROYAL MONTREAL REGT."

SULMARY OF EVENTS & 1HFORMAZION.

In Tranches on Yser Canal. oY particulars
- e ~

" " " " "

1 0ed
Zailleul,
l4th En. now
lilouveaun londe
rriving about day-
very fow stragglers

In Billets Beilleul (Le liouveau ilonde) All ranis

" 5 ¢ ' R X 41l ranks rupidly recévering from strain and Tatigue of
Last two weeks. lilen beginning to organize sports,
Lérge draft of about 275 men arrived from Zngland, mostly
men irom Toronto snd Ontario points., It wag discovered
thaet men from ilontreal who had come to England with 23rad
“n. L.L.r. 8nd who were mostly from home units of the l4th
Bn had been sent to Ontario units ¥rance. lluch resent-
ment felt by &1l ranke at this. Draft sent 1l4th Bn wes,
however, oif good quality. ILt. Robertson arrived from
England and was taken on strength,
lew men drafted to Companies, several exchanges of men
arranged witn Ontario battalions and other battalions of
ord Brigede,
l4th Bn inspected by Lt-Gen. E.A.H.Alderson who addressed
the original men of the battalion and the new men separatéd
Congratulated the Tormer on their splendid work, and told
iatter they would have to live up to standerd established
by the battelion.




geny Form C.Z118

14th Cenadien Infantry Bettelion - "ROYAL MONTREAL REGT."

SULMARY OF EVENTS & INFORMATION.

In billets Bailleul (Le Nouveau lionde) Refitting and reorgenization of battalion rapidly
proceeding.

o L) " . n = Bn. Headquarters visited by Lt-Gen.Sir H.Smith-Dorrien
and Major-Gen., J.W.C&rson. Gen. Smith-Dorrien congrat-
ulated 0.C. on part the 1l4th battalion had taken with
other Canadian units in the fighting from Apr.22nd,
stating that the Canasdian Division had undoubtedly savea
the situation.

Battn. inspected by Brig-Gen. Turner V.C. who expresced
himself satisfied with reorganisation and refitting,
Commissions as Lleutenants grented to Company Sergt-uajor
C.B.Price, and Sergts. Worrall and Leighton.
Preliminary orders that battalion should be ready to
move shortly. .
Orders received to move to liont Bernesnchon, near Robecq.
Left Bailleul in brigade at 6.50 p.m. to march via
Hstaires and Lestrem. Half-way, & wagon of the 13th Bn.
upset and blocked road, and owing to msrsh on each side
it wes impossible to pass. Units in front, 14th being
rear battn of the Brigade #én this march, had gone on in
the darkness. Guide from Brigade H.Q. made wrong turn
and battalion took wrong road, merching until daylight
without finding destination. PFurther confusion also
caused by two places of same nsme (Cornet Mslo) in same
neighbourhood. After daylight mistake was esasily rec-
tified.

In billets Mont Bernenchon Arrived about 6.30 a.m, Men very tired but in good spirits
Ilo stragglers.

- Ly " = All ranks resting. Orders received at night to move early
next morning.

Left liont Bemnonchon at 5 a.m, and marched to Le Touret on Bethune-leuve Chappelle road,Rue du’
% Bois, arriving there about & a.m., Took up position in

breastworks and trenches Just south of the road, where the
battalion remained all day,




24th Canmadian infantry Battalion -

"ROYAL MONTHEAL EEQT."

SULNAKY OF EVENTS &

ISFCREATION.

(continued)

(see attached report of operations
Mey 18-22nd 1915 )

In billets Lg Hamel

" " r

= TS omosee e tegew
Hained continuously. Saw 4th Cuerds Bde and Indian

troops march by going into trenches at Festubert.

Ordered back to billets at Essars, near Bethune. Left

Le Touret at 9 p,m, and arrived at Essars sbout 10.20
P.m,¢ XR&ining. After arriving there received orders to
be ready to move at 15 minutes notice.

Keceived orders to move back to Le Touret and left Essars
at 7 a.m. going to same trenches &s occupied on May 17th
at Le Touret, where the battalion remained until 2.30
P.m. It then moved forward to assenbly trenches at
Indian Village east of Rue de L'Epinette, the 3ra Brigade
haeving received orders to attack on a frontage near the
loceality known as The Orchard, the whole ground of these
operations being known as Festubert.

lajor Warminton killed. .

Lts. Godwin, Richardson and Sumption arrived from Eng-
land on May 20th. Lt. Godwin took over command of the.
battalion Lechine Gun Section,

Relleved by 4th Battn about 9 P.m.and marched to billets
in Le Hamel on Rue du Bois betwoen Le Touret and Bethune
arriving 11 p.p.

Heceived orders and left at 7 P.m.for trenches at Festu-
bert, south of The Orchard towards Givenchy (La Bassee)
to relieve Seely's Detachment. Took over from the <Royal
Canadian Dragoons. Battalion of London Regt(Territorials)
on our right, 16th Cenadian Scottish on left. Some doubt
as to exact position occupied by Seelg's Detabbmentywhich
was cleared up next day. Difficult relief owing to lack
of sccurate information from Hele.Seoly'e Detaphment ,Relid
not completed until 1 a.m. on 27¢th.
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14th Cansdian Infantry Battalion - "ROYAL MONTREAL REGT."

DATE SUMMARY OF EVENTS & INFORMATION.
T ——

May 27th In trenches Festubert
28th -/ o id Relieved at night by 13th Battn.R.H.C., Hetired to
seéserve trenches south of Rue It Bois and west of
Rue de 1l'Epinette.
l'Epinette Luiet except for occasional German shells,
” L ] " n " "

'

29 Reserve trenches Hue de
30 ” n n n
31 n " L1 " " " n n " " " cht at
midnight for Rest billets at Oblinghem, north of
Bethune.
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B O B

d4tb Canadien Infentry Salttalion

“

JOUTREBAL RECGLILITS

auva

SULLLAR

IO LATION .

Billets Oblinghem
n ”

Trenches Givenchy

nesting snd refitting
" " "
" " "

C.0., and AdJjutant reconnoitred trenches &t Givenchy-Le Bassee
which were to be taken over by 1lé4th En,

Lert at 5,30 p.m. for trenches &t Givenchy,where battalion
relieved the 6th Bn (Lt-Col.Tuxford) Took over sector from
the L& Basgee Canal on the right to & point where the line
croesed the road northwest of H.l. About 800 yards following
the trench line - Arrived sbout § p.m. and relief wes com-
pleted by 9.30 p.r lilos. 1 and 2 Cos. in front line, Nos. 3

and 4 in supp good trenches anad in good condition
except that ¢ ‘ : line did not consist of a continuous

fire trench, bu > red 3 corinected by communication

trench. Whele system had been built by Brigade of Cuards under
supervision of lLgjor Russell Brown R.E. Relief in this sector
could be done in daylight.

Quiet except for slight intermittent shelling by enemy, &nd
oonctant sniping at certaein points. At night sniping from fixed
maechine guns and rifles especially along Canal bank, shots
mostly from South bank of Cuanal, Weathercock fixed at Battn.
Hel.t0o observe direction of wind for possible gas attack., This
was Tirst to be so made use of in lst Canadian Division.

Lt GCodwin in command of kiechine GunSection had ranged roads
behind Germsn line used for transport. Hearing wsgons moving
on these roads asbout 10 p.m. he got permission to fire,at point
about G.l7, range 1000 yards and evidently found target, as
waggons were hesard to incresase pace to a gallop to get away,
Work on front line vk ich had been begun on 7th was completed,
and front of sector occupied Ly 1l4th Bn was now & continuous
fire trench. Bde H.(. had suspicions that point near H.l. was

occup C by enem-< " =S¢ STl L
pled by enemy party with ‘achine gun, ang
o 2 4 4sSKed for
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l4th Canadian Infantry Battalion - "ROYAL MONTREAL REGIMENTS

HOUR SUMMARY QF EVENTS AND INFORMATION.

econnaissance and report, his wes carried out by patrol
‘rom lio. 1. Co. and position reported unoccupied. No sign
f enemy. OCounds as 6f ng heard and reported to Bde
Some weeks aftervards eneny exploded mine in this
Trenches Givenchy. late in afternoon by 3rd Battn(Lt-Col.Rennie) andg
maerched to billets in Sethune, on north bank of cansal,
arriving at 8,30 p.m.
hest billets Bethune Lt Johnston arrived from England and taken on strength.

ien bathing &nd making great use of canel for water sports.
"
o reni, Turner and C.Q0's ord B nade early morning recon-
naissence of 1 nt 3ite sectc st vecated by 14th Bn
for attack towards L& Bassee ah C¢ »leux n this
operation wes afterwsrds carried
arade uand drill ¢ 3rd Bde H.Qe.

there head 1 no opportunity

led, 15 normal.

oy heserve bill 3 at Leg (uesnoy abott 4 p.m
Lt-Col. lLie n celled to Canada by Sir Sem Hughes,
Minister of il i Ior special worx in connection with
training. ;omman 0T Bettn. taken over by Lt-Col.W.W.
Burland previously 2nd in Co
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